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it,  that I never knew any  Clergy-man  so universally
esteemed and beloved, as he was for above twenty years.
He was eminent for his opposition to Popery.   He was no
friend to persecution, and stood up much against Athe-
ism.   Nor did any man contribute more to bring the City
to love our worship, than he did.   But there was so little
superstition, and so much reason and gentleness in his
way of explaining things, that malice was long levelled at
him, and  in   conclusion   broke   out   fiercely  on  him.
10 Stillingfleet was a man of much more learning, but of a
more reserved, and a haughtier temper.   He in his youth
writ an Irenuum for healing our divisions, with so much
learning and moderation, that it was esteemed a master-
piece.   His notion was, that the Apostles had settled the
Church in a constitution of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons,
but had made no perpetual law about it, having only
taken it in, as they did many other things, from the
customs and practice of the synagogue;  from which he
inferred, that certainly the constitution was lawful since
20 authorised by them, but not necessary, since they had
made no settled law about it.    This took with many ;
but was cried out upon by others as an attempt against
the Church.    Yet the argument was managed with so
much learning and skill, that none of either side ever
undertook to answer it.    After that, he wrote against
infidelity, beyond any that had gone before him.   And
then he engaged to write against Popery, which he did
with such an exactness and liveliness, that no books of
controversy were so much read and valued, as his were.
30 He was a great man in many respects.    He knew the